Message

From: McGrath, Shaun [McGrath.Shaun@epa.gov]
Sent: 3/3/2015 10:45:09 PM
To: Mylott, Richard [Mylott.Richard@epa.gov]; Parker, Robert [Parker.Robert@epa.gov]; Ketellapper, Victor

[Ketellapper.Victor@epa.gov]; Miller, Johanna [Miller.Johanna@epa.gov]; Hestmark, Martin
[Hestmark.Martin@epa.gov]; Card, loan [Card.Joan@epa.gov]

CC: Smith, Paula [Smith.Paula@epa.gov]; McClain-Vanderpool, Lisa [Mcclain-Vanderpool.Lisa@epa.gov]; Russo, Rebecca
[Russo.Rebecca@epa.gov]; Peterson, Cynthia [Peterson.Cynthia@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: Articles-- Columbia Falls Aluminum announces permanent closure

Thanks Richl

Shaun McGrath
Regional Administrator
EPA, Region 8

1595 Wynkoop St
Denver, CO 80202
Office: 303-312-6532

From: Mylott, Richard

Sent: Tuesday, March 03, 2015 2:42 PM

To: Parker, Robert; Ketellapper, Victor; Miller, Johanna; Hestmark, Martin; McGrath, Shaun; Card, Joan
Cc: Smith, Paula; McClain-Vanderpool, Lisa; Russo, Rebecca; Peterson, Cynthia

Subject: Articles-- Columbia Falls Aluminum announces permanent closure

All- fyi on a few news articles below, | expect more this evening.

The announcement of plans to close the CFAC facility in Columbia Falls is generating media calls regarding the closure’s
impact on EPA actions and next steps. | have been coordinating with Rob Parker and we agree that a short, general
statement emphasizing that the closure does not affect 1.) our commitment to work closely with the state, community
and site owners on next steps, and 2.) the need for a comprehensive site investigation to inform cleanup needs and
plans-- is the best approach given where we are at with the Gov’s letter and potential proposed listing as early as this
month. Anything beyond this general statement might put us in the awkward position of confirming our intent to
propose listing -- and lead to related questions about liability, resources, the SF process, etc.-- prior to our response to
the Gov.

l understand we have a draft response to the Gov’s letter that is pending review; it seems that once that letter is sent we
will have more content and news to share regarding next steps and proposed listing, etc.

Please call with any concerns... Rich x 6654

hitn:/fwww fatheadnewseroup, com/Bunervhorsenews/glencore-permanentlv-closes-cine-
site/article 63031 030-cle5-1ed-hda 3430200030719 it

hitn://www, oreatiallstribune.com/story/news/ 201 5/03/03 columbia-Dnlls-aluminmm-announces-
sermanent-closure/24323921/

hiin:/mistandard.com/newsfsigte-and-regional/columbia-nlz-sluminum-announces-nermane -
closure/article d792h2d45-9440-5p31-888e-d44dedd 30350, himl
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Columbia Falls Aluminum announces permanent closure

KALISPELL, Mont. (AP) — Swiss commodities firm Glencore has announced the permanent closure of the
Columbia Falls Aluminum Co. more than five years after 1t last produced aluminum, CFAC spokesman Haley
Beaudry said Tuesday.

“The decision by CFAC to permanently close was a difficult one, but after deep consideration, management 15
confident it 1s in the best interests of the community,” Beaudry said. "This 1s the next step 1n making the
property productive once again, and CFAC remains open and commutted to procuring redevelopment interest.”

Glencore plans to demolish some buildings on the 2,500-acre site, Beaudry said.

The plant, located along the banks of the Flathead River just north of Columbia Falls, opened in 1955 and was
initially owned by the Anaconda Copper Mining Co. Atlantic Richfield Co. purchased Anaconda in 1977,
becoming the plant's second owner. Montana Aluminum Investors Corp. bought CFAC in 1985 and Swiss
commodities firm Glencore bought the plant in 1999, It was shut down in October 2009,

At its peak, the plant employed 1,500 people. Since 2009, a handful of workers have maintained the facility.

The decision to close was due to raw matenal costs, worldwide competition, more modern facilities and low
aluminum prices combined to force the closure, Beaudry said.

"While this decision marks the end of aluminum production in Montana, it also paves the way for the possibility
2 of
of finding alternafive uses for the strategic property,” Beaudr Y said.
o o S R

The Environmental Protection Agency and the state Department of Environmental Quality are studying cleanup
options after an EPA study found cvanide, arsenic, lead and fluoride in the groundwater in and around the plant.
The EPA has said it qualifies as a Superfund site. Gov. Steve Bullock and U.S. Sen. Jon Tester support the

histing, but CFAC last week said it opposed the bisting, arguing 1t would slow cleanup and hinder redevelopment
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